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‘FROM THE HELM’ 

 

IT’S ALMOST SHOW TIME ! 

 

 Preparations are now in full swing for the 50
th
 Annual Portage Lakes Antique and Classic 

Boat Show, hosted by our North Coast Ohio Chapter of the Antique and Classic Boat Society 

and the Harbor Lighthouse Grille.  Saturday, August 22 will see over 40 classic boats at the 

newly renovated Harbor, 562 Portage Lakes Lake Drive, Coventry.  Some amazing boats will 

be there including our feature boat, Randy and Diane Hart’s 1947 25’ Chris Craft Express Red 

& White Cruiser, “Another Nickle” that was a platinum winner at last year’s ACBS 

International show in Clayton, New York.  The LeDonne brothers who restored the Hart’s boat 

will also bring their impressive Express Cruiser “Ulipion”.  Only 302 of these unique boats 

were built between 1946-48 and very few exist today. 

 Another extremely rare antique boat being displayed is the 1917 30’ Hickman Sea Sled, 

“Malecon” owned by Jack Beatley of Indian Lake, Ohio.  This massive museum piece of 

mahogany and brass is the first catamaran (twin hulled boat) and inspiration to a flat decked 

aircraft carrier which was way ahead of its time.  In its day this boat could travel over ocean 

waves at 40 mph all the way from Miami Florida to New York City in record time. 

 Speaking of speed, wait till you see and HEAR Jim Simmons’ multi award winning 34’ 

1000 h.p. 1999 Phantom ocean raceboat that has won races all over the whole east coast waters 

of the U.S.  Jim will give kids a chance for photo shots behind the controls of this famous off 

shore racer. 

 Some other highlights are visitors bringing classic boats from as far away as Lake 

Hopatcong, New Jersey and colorful fiberglass boats like a Canadian electric launch, an 8’ 

Wooster Helion made by Rubbermaid, newly restored classic Centurys, Elite Crafts,  and 

Boston Whalers.  The beautiful inboard mahogany boats and wooden outboards will also be 

well represented. 

 This year we are celebrating the 50
th
 anniversary with a very fancy plated dinner at the 

awards banquet after the show at the Turkeyfoot Island Club.  NCO members may attend even 

if your boat wasn’t entered, but early reservations and space limitations may apply. 

 This year’s show will really be memorable so don’t miss this one! 
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THE NEXT CLUB MEETING IS MONDAY AUGUST 10, AT THE 

CANAL GRILLE, CANAL FULTON – GATHERING AT 5:30 – 6 

PM.  ALL MEMBERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE INVITED. 
 

INDIAN LAKE SHOW REPORT 

Ten NCO members had a great time at the Indian Lake Show at Russel’s Point, Ohio July 

17-19.  We brought 6 boats to the show where the hospitality was outstanding.  Mike and Brian 

Fogarty, long-time boating friends from Springfield, Ohio helped us launch and retrieve and 

show us around the lake.  Our boats were stored overnight on Jack Beatley’s covered lifts which 

were an amazing engineering design capable of housing 10 boats above or on the water.  The 

Friday tour of Jack’s 4 boat storage buildings was a real treat.  We saw most of his collection of 

award winning, beautifully restored antique triple cockpit runabouts, large and small runabouts, 

many utilities including highly prized 25’ Chris Crafts, magnificent launches, raceboats of all 

shapes and sizes, rare antique engines like Scripps, Buchanon, Chris Craft A10, and Kermaths, 

as well as a wide selection of unusual makes of outboard motors, and maritime memoralbilia. 

We were blessed with good weather as the smoke cleared from Canadian forest fires in time for 

the Saturday show and on Sunday we had a guided tour around the whole lake to see beautiful 

homes and smooth cruising waters before we pulled out.  Our chapter was certainly well 

represented with Byron Kruger’s Chris Craft Gentleman’s Racer “Old Grand Dad” winning 

Peoples Choice and Dan and Ashley Richey’s Century Sea Maid “Triple Crown” being awarded 

Captains Choice. 

This trip embodied all that ACBS has to offer: seeing beautiful new venues, a wide array of 

watercraft, and being with friends old and new. 

 
                                                                                       - Gil Maringer, President (216-310-7475) 
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NORTH COAST OHIO CHAPTER 

ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC BOAT SOCIETY 

----- 2026 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS ----- 

August 8 All Classics Festival in Huron, Ohio 

 10 Monthly meeting – Canal Grill 
August  21-22 50

th
 Annual Portage Lakes Boat Show 

September 13-20 ACBS International Boat Show in Port Huron, Michigan 

October 4 Atwood Lake Fall Festival 

December 5 Annual Meeting at Turkeyfoot Island Club 

(All events will be confirmed in future Beacon Newsletters) 
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