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‘FROM THE HELM’ 

 

Happy 250
th

 birthday to the greatest country on Earth and to all of us who get the benefit 

of freedom to pursue our happiness – which has antique and classic boating high on the 

list.  How privileged are we to enjoy our boats and the association of like-minded boat owners 

in the Antique and Classic Boat Society?  Some statistics explain how lucky we are.  Out of 8.1 

billion people on this planet, there are roughly only 5500 ACBS members. That equates to six 

hundredths of one thousandth of one percent of humanity, (.000068%).  That means there are 

1,458,000 people for each ACBS member.  In the U.S. population of 346.2 million that’s 1 

ACBS member for every 62,316 people.  So that makes us a very unique and select group.   To 

keep the idea of classic boating alive we need to continue showing the rest of the population 

that preserving, collecting, traveling with, and showing our boats is a great way to enjoy our 

rare and wonderful pastime. 

 The NCO display of 7 member’s boats was very well received at the Stan Hywet Father’s 

Day Car Show, Sunday June 21.  The weather was perfect and thousands of people enjoyed 

seeing the boats and talking with us about their memories of using and enjoying boats like 

ours.  Thanks to Bob Joynt, Pat Gramley, John Vorhies, Jim Ciocca, Walt Stashkiw, Gil 

Maringer, and Dan Ritchey for showing their boats and Ashley Ritchey for bringing some 

fantastic homemade cookies. 
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 As the summer starts to race by don’t forget to enjoy some other boating events coming 

up.  There is time to join 6 couples of NCO folks taking their boats to Indian Lake July 17-

19.  This trip will be a mini vacation loaded with interesting things to do such as a tour of Jack 

Beatley’s fabulous collection of antique boats and cars on Friday, a party that evening, boat 

tours of the lakes, attending the boat show at Russells Point, and a Saturday evening awards 

dinner (See more details below). 

 Locally there is the Lakeside Ohio show Sunday July 19
th

 which is a beautiful venue on 

Lake Erie. 
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 In August there is the All Classics Festival in Huron Ohio Friday the 7th and Saturday the 

8th, then we will have a Club Meeting Monday, August 10
th
 at the Canal Grille.  Then comes 

the big 50
th 

celebration of the Portage Lakes Annual boat show Friday 21
st
 and Saturday 22

nd
. 

There will be over 40 boats together with some amazing watercraft never seen at the show 

before. 

 

 In September the ACBS International will be an easy drive to Port Huron, Michigan 

9/13-20.  It is a great setting near Algonac and Marysville where Chris Craft and Gar Wood 

started recreational boating. 

 In October NCO has been invited back to display our boats at the Atwood Lake Fall 

Festival, Sunday the 4th.  This year the show is providing awards for the boats.  Boat owners 

will be asked to choose their favorite cars in the show while car owners pick their favorite boat. 
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OTHER NEWS: We are excited to hear that Bob Joynt purchased a rare antique Gar Wood 

Speedster and Byron Kruger got Old Grand Dad’s cracked plank repaired and is ready for show 

time.  We saw new member Jim Ciooca’s very rare antique triple cockpit Century at Stan 

Hywet and look forward to seeing that beauty on the lakes soon.  Bill Padisak is very close to 

having his Chris Craft Super Sport all refreshed with a new bottom and new flooring. Joe 

Hodges will have his newly restored Century Resorter finished up for the show. 

 
                                                                                       - Gil Maringer, President (216-310-7475) 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Join the ROAD TRIP to the Indian Lake, Russel’s Point Ohio Boat Show, July 17, 18 & 

19.  A group of NCO members will tow their boats there and be treated to a special showing of 

Jack Beatley’s award winning antique boat collection along with a Friday evening party, 

Saturday boat show from 9am–2pm and awards dinner and auction at 6.  A block of rooms with 

discount pricing has been arranged at the new Cobblestone Hotel just across the street from the 

show site.  Call the hotel at 937-810-0402 and give the code ILVINTAGE to receive the 

discount.  We already have 5 couples attending so it should be a great weekend.  (See attached 

boat show registration). 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

Registrations are coming in for the 50
th
 Annual Portage Lakes Boat Show August 22.  

Wait ‘til you see the special display of unique watercraft including Randy Hart’s beautifully 

restored Chris Craft Red and White 25’ Cruiser.  Be sure to get your boat registered with John 

Vorhies for what will be a memorable weekend celebration of antique and classic boating. 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

                             

NORTH COAST OHIO CHAPTER 

ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC BOAT SOCIETY 

----- 2026 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS ----- 

July 17-18 Indian Lake ACBS Show (group travel to show) 

 19 Lakeside Boat Show, 12-4pm 

August 8 All Classics Festival in Huron, Ohio 

 10 Monthly meeting – Canal Grill 
August  21-22 50

th
 Annual Portage Lakes Boat Show 

September 13-20 ACBS International Boat Show in Port Huron, Michigan 

October 4 Atwood Lake Fall Festival 

December 5 Annual Meeting at Turkeyfoot Island Club 

(All events will be confirmed in future Beacon Newsletters) 
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