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‘FROM THE HELM’ 

 

Shop Tour Report:  Thanks to all the shop owners, participants, and especially Dave 
Rosenberger for arranging the two 15 passenger vans that carried the 26 people who attended 
this very interesting event.  We started at Gary Kosiba’s newly restored shop and saw his Jeep, 
Chris Craft Runabout restorations, and an almost finished Corvette and rare Arial English 
motorcycle.  Then it was on to Tony Crookston’s home where he has an extensive collection of 
classic trucks, rare muscle cars, and his Chris Craft 22’ Sportsman that is ready for the engine 
installation. 

As the rain came down we headed to Doug Brooks’ wood shop where he is starting 
restoration of an 18’ Chris Craft Riviera and where he had just finished some beautiful Stickley 
chairs that he built from scratch.  We also got to see Doug’s custom built “Man Cave” that 
reminded us of an English pub with intricate wood doors, paneling, and a bar all crafted by 
Doug.  Leaving Wadsworth, we went toward Medina to see Guy and Renee Pipitone’s 20’ Glen 
L dual cockpit runabout project.  The woodwork is completed, upholstery is ready for 
installation, and staining/varnishing is underway.  All the chrome, stainless and mechanicals 
including the new V6 engine are sourced along with a new trailer.  This “Built from plans” new 
boat that replicates a 1939 Chris Craft barellback will be an amazing addition to the NCO fleet. 
We then headed back to Portage Lakes and stopped at Byron Kruger’s shop to see his 
collection of Gar Wood, Chris Crafts, Jafco, and other boats suspended from his intricate lift 
system.  Seeing his latest conversion of a 1963 Chris Craft Holiday to a gentleman’s racer “Old 
Grand Dad” up close was a real treat.  From there we crossed the street to Gil’s shop where his 
newly refreshened 1950 Chris Sportsman “Keeper” was all back together.  For a little noise Gil 
fired off his spare 1958 Chris Craft 95 h.p. K engine that he has rejuvenated. 

Our last, but not least, stop was Terry Miller’s automotive memorabilia collection.  This 
once Standard Oil gas station has been thoroughly restored and now houses thousands of 
automotive collectables including a perfect gas pump from the 1950s, an old juke box, lighted 
signs, and antique tools and  toys. 

This 2026 Shop Tour was nearly 100 miles of good times with friends and a great way to 
spend a soggy Spring day.  Thanks again to all who participated. 
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 Boating Season is finally getting started in June and NCO has a lot happening. 
Plan to attend our Club Meeting, Monday, June 8th at the Canal Grille in Canal Fulton, 
gathering at 5:30 pm/meeting begins at 6pm. We will be discussing all the upcoming events.  
BE SURE TO BRING YOUR PORTAGE LAKES BOAT SHOW REGISTRATIONS FOR THE BIG 50TH 
ANNUAL CELEBRATION.  We will also be talking about NCO’s participation at the Stan Hywett 
Father’s Day car show Sunday June 21st.  This is a major Akron event attended by thousands of 
people.  Another topic will be our road trip to the Indian Lake Boat Show, July 17-19.  A 
number of NCO couples have reserved rooms for this weekend road trip. 
 
 Welcome new member, Jim Ciocca of Green, who has just acquired a very rare 1939 
Century Sea Maid, triple cockpit runabout.  
 
 Have a great 2026 season! 
                                                                                       - Gil Maringer, President (216-310-7475) 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Join the ROAD TRIP to the Indian Lake, Russel’s Point Ohio Boat Show,  July 17, 18 & 

19.  A group of NCO members will tow their boats there and be treated to a special showing of 

Jack Beatley’s award winning antique boat collection along with a Friday evening party, 

Saturday boat show from 9am–2pm and awards dinner and auction at 6.  A block of rooms with 

discount pricing has been arranged at the new Cobblestone Hotel just across the street from the 

show site.  Call the hotel at 937-810-0402 and give the code ILVINTAGE to receive the 

discount.  We already have 5 couples attending so it should be a great weekend.  (See attached 

boat show registration). 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

Registrations are coming in for the 50
th
 Annual Portage Lakes Boat Show August 22.  

Wait ‘til you see the special display of unique watercraft including Randy Hart’s beautifully 

restored Chris Craft Red and White 25’ Cruiser.  Be sure to get your boat registered with John 

Vorhies for what will be a memorable weekend celebration of antique and classic boating. 
________________________________________________________________ 
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NORTH COAST OHIO CHAPTER 

ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC BOAT SOCIETY 

----- 2026 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS ----- 

June 8 Monthly Club meeting @ Canal Grill - 5:30pm 

 21 Stan Hywet Father’s Day Car and Boat Show 

 26-27 Lake Chautauqua Boat Show and Tour of Lawson Center 

July 17-18 Indian Lake ACBS Show (group travel to show) 

 19 Lakeside Boat Show, 12-4pm 

August 8 All Classics Festival in Huron, Ohio 

August  21-22 50
th

 Annual Portage Lakes Boat Show 

September 13-20 ACBS International Boat Show in Port Huron, Michigan 

(All events will be confirmed in future Beacon Newsletters) 
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