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“BEEN THERE, DONE THAT, GOT/BOUGHT THE
T-SHIRT”!

I’m a t-shirt guy, especially when we travel and always
when it's boat related. My wife Annie likes coffee
shop/bakery t-shirts and tends to go for the wild tie-dyed
styles, if they have them. And don’t worry if there are none
out for sale, she’s wrangled with employee t-shirts kept in
the back room.



Next to t-shirts are ball caps or bucket hats with a logo on
the front. The need for sun protection and warmth gained
traction as my hair thinned on top.

Third are coffee mugs, Tervis or Yeti style with the logo or
location proudly displayed on the front.

I use my stuff and tend to wash and wear it till the years
are showing in the fabric or the sweat stains will no longer
come out of the hat brim. Then I conduct a ceremony in
front of the trash can or rag box with a moment of silence
for all the good times and memories.

Dave Rosenberger - President

______________________________________________
__________

NCO’s Party at the Hart’s
Forty NCO members and guests were treated to a very
special day at Randy and Diane Hart’s beautiful Sandusky
Bay Lake home and docks on Saturday, July 13. Along
with perfect low 80-degree sunny weather, the event
turned into a good sized boat show and a chance for NCO
members to see some of the beautiful classic cruisers that
members brought from their Lake Erie harbors. Also on
display were a number of gorgeous Lymans and Randy’s
collection of boats, including his antique Matthews in the
boathouse. Diane prepared a delicious pulled pork lunch



with all the trimmings, and we all went home with our
“bilges” full.



President Dave Rosenberger conducted a brief July
business meeting in which he laid out the coming events
left in our busy season. He talked about how NCO
members will be visiting boat shows such as Lakeside
Ohio, Skaneateles New York, and the big ACBS
International in Minnesota. Locally he mentioned a number
of us will be showing our boats at the Lyman All Classics
Boat Show in Huron on August 9 and 10. Of special note,
Gary Kosiba will have “Dynamite”, the famous Chippewa
Lake Amusement Park Ride Boat there in the water. Gary
will also be taking the beautiful 26-foot Hacker Craft all the
way to Minnesota. Dave reminded everyone that we will
have a regular board of directors meeting August 12,
beginning at 5:30 at Picks. This will be an important
meeting as we are preparing for our 48th Annual Portage
Lakes Show on August 24. John Vorhies mentioned that
currently 30 boats are registered, and Gil talked about
some of the new restorations and visitors bringing special
boats from out of town. Plans are also being discussed for
a late September picnic rendezvous.





The day just flew by as we toured the beautiful cruisers
and marveled at their size and the effort it takes to keep
them in the great shape they are in. At the luncheon, some
of us got to talk to Dwight Davis and Isaac Zimmerman of
Classic Marine in Vickery, Ohio about their on-going
restoration of Oscar Lay’s Lyman. The ACBS weekly
newsletter had just featured the story of the boat’s history
and provided a connection to YouTube videos about Oscar
Lay who built the Great Lakes’ largest fish processing
operation during the depression years right in Sandusky.
The videos are really interesting for not only the history
and progress of Mr. Lay’s 1939 antique Lyman, but also
the story of how Lake Erie’s fish and ice cut from the lake
were feeding people all across the country. Be sure to
check out the 3 short episodes: Oscar Lay’s Lyman –
Restoring the Gull.





Gil Maringer - Vice President

“OLD GRAND DAD”

The 48th Annual Portage Lakes Boat Show on Saturday
August 24 will feature a very special boat’s return to the
lakes as an amazing classic boat transformation. The
Antique and Classic Boat Society has recently created a
new classification for boats that have been restored and
modified with modern engines and equipment while
preserving the classic boat style and historical
significance. The “Resto – Mod” class will be certainly well
represented by this Chris Craft Holiday whose life started
and has now been reborn on Portage Lakes.



Way back in 1963, Bill Kruger Sr. bought this one-year-old
1962 Chris Craft 20’ Holiday. In just one season the boat’s
bankrupt owner left it abused, exposed to harsh weather,
and it was already showing signs of neglect. The Kruger
family used the boat for many years teaching grandkids
how to ski and fish and eventually the boat was passed on
to Bill Kruger Jr. and finally from him to his son Byron
Kruger, its current owner. Byron remembers that the boat
had a hard life and had served hundreds of hours pulling
skiers and taking his dad’s friends fishing. He says there
were lots of fish hooks stuck in the upholstery and cigar
burns on the decks. One day while trying to sneak under
the low bridge heading from Dusty’s Canal to Rex Lake
there wasn’t quite enough clearance and the whole
windshield was ripped loose from the deck. As the bottom



leaked worse and worse and rot got into the old planks the
worn-out old boat was stuck in the back corner of Byron’s
garage as 30 years passed by.

Byron, who has restored and owned many classic boats,
always had a dream of converting his grandfather’s
derelict Holiday into a sleek “Gentleman’s racer” similar to
the 1930’s yacht club members’ boats who built them for
racing and bragging rights. So, in late 2023 Byron
discussed his vision with Brian Keen of the Motor Boat
Garage in Cincinnati to design, rebuild, and convert the
old Chris Craft. The project began in October of ’23 with a
whole new bottom being installed. Then changes were
made to the sides and the whole transom was
reconfigured. The driver’s cockpit was moved from its
original location in front of the engine to behind the brand
new V8 300 horsepower engine. (The original engine was
185 horsepower so lots of planning to control the hull
under increased speed and the changes for weight
distribution had to be considered and fine-tuned). The
boat’s original long front deck was extended even further
back to give the sleek appearance of the 1930’s racers. A
hidden front cockpit is barely noticeable until its hatch is
lifted up then tilted and slid on its tracks down under the
front deck like a piece of fine furniture. Behind the front
cockpit is the engine bay under an electrically raised hatch
that was made flush with the rest of the deck to further
enhance the design of the speedy racers. No cleats are on



the mahogany and walnut stained decks to further
enhance the smooth long deck, yet there are small bronze
catch holes for fenders with pegs that can be inserted.
Even the bow light has been made to look sleek by
converting a Chris Craft Holiday’s deck vent to cleverly
hold the concealed running lights. Brian obtained a 1920’s
original steering wheel, installed beautiful period correct
gauges, and had custom wide rolled upholstery specially
fitted to the boat’s cockpits. To control the leveling of the
boat at speeds well beyond what the

original hull was designed for, a set of GPS computer
guided trim tabs were installed that constantly monitor and
adjust as the boat changes speeds and rolls into turns and
wave action.



Byron Kruger’s vision and Brian Keen’s boat building
craftsmanship have combined to produce a stunning
example of classic boat design being mated with the
science and skills of modern boat building technology.

Gil Maringer, Boat Show Chairman

Boat Show at SKANEATELES, NY (Finger Lakes Region)
with Dan and Ashley Ritchey – Winner of Best Century
Boat.



Travel day was Thursday July 25 on Turnpike I-90 across
Ohio, through Pennsylvania and New York which was an
easy steady drive of about 6 ½ hours.

The Town of Skaneateles (Skinny-Atlas) is picture perfect,
leading you to believe you’re in a Hallmark movie location.
Once parked you can walk into the town to shops,
restaurants and the city park, on the water at the docks
with entertainment and events throughout the 3-day show.

The ladies enjoyed the shopping, with Dan and I enjoyed
the show with the crystal-clear water with views to approx.
15-20 feet.



We will return!

Dave and Annie Rosenberger

Dan and Ashley Ritchey

Mahogany & Chrome



For those of us who are not lucky enough to attend this
year’s International Boat Show in Gull Lake, Minnesota, I
wanted to share a video from the Mahogany & Chrome
YouTube series. If you have never seen the Mahogany &
Chrome show do yourself a favor and watch all 5 episodes
in this series. There is simply no better collection of videos
showcasing the passion and enjoyment that comes with
owning an antique or classic boat.

Episode 4 provides a glimpse at what one might expect to
see at this year’s International Boat Show. Mahogany &
Chrome Episode 4 link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C3TXix-layQ&t=1071s

In this episode we can virtually visit the outstanding
Legacy of the Lakes Museum in Alexandria, Minnesota:
https://legacyofthelakes.org

Next, we’re treated to a rare, inside look at John Allen’s
“Fort Mahogany” – home to an outstanding, private
collection of nearly 30 top shelf collectible wooden boats
featuring some of the rarest antique power boats in
existence – all of which enjoy regular usage.



Lastly, experience the Gull Lake Classic Boat Show at The
Bar Harbor Supper Club.

Be sure to check out all 5 episodes at their channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@mahoganyandchromeshow/vid
eos

Dan Ritchey – Guest Contributor

______________________________________________
__________
***CLICK BELOW TO ACCESS SHOW INFORMATION AND ENTRY

FORM***

2024 Portage Lakes Boat Show
application and information

______________________________________________
__________

● August 10 – All Classics Boat Show, Huron, OH
● August 12th – NCO MEETING at Picks on Portage Lakes
● August 24th – NORTH COAST OHIO 48th Annual Boat Show
● September - We DO NOT have a meeting at Portage Lakes.
● September 9th-15th – ACBS National Boat Show, Gull Lake
MN.

● September 25th – NCO Picnic (more information to follow)

https://www.youtube.com/@mahoganyandchromeshow/videos
https://www.youtube.com/@mahoganyandchromeshow/videos
https://northcoastohio-acbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/48h-Annual2024-Portage-Lakes-Antique-Show-Registration-.pdf
https://northcoastohio-acbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/48h-Annual2024-Portage-Lakes-Antique-Show-Registration-.pdf



