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New North Coast Ohio Chapter Initiative 
 
 

The North Coast Ohio (NCO) Chapter has a new website: northcoastohio-acbs.org. 
This new website is now maintained by ACBS HQ. The website is part of a new 
chapter initiative where the chapter website, the chapter newsletter - The Beacon, 
and social media will maintained by ACBS HQ, but with content provided mostly by 
our chapter. The new initiative was passed by the chapter board this past spring and 
is a major change to how the chapter does outreach. 

 
Like many ACBS chapters, NCO has also found it difficult recently years to produce a 
quality, timely, and cost-effective newsletter. Trying to do social media has also been 
difficult and while the chapter website was in good hands, the opportunity to put all 
external outreach under a single source was appealing. 

 
This is the first newsletter produced by ACBS HQ. It is still a work in progress and 
content will still need to be provided by our chapter. For the moment, I am taking on 
the roles of newsletter and website coordinator. The goal is to have a chapter 
member act as website coordinator, another for The Beacon, and a third for social 
media. These members would gather up content, forward it to ACBS HQ in Clayton, 
NY, work with the HQ staff to keep Internet-based content up-to-date and make sure 
The Beacon gets out the door on time and with quality articles. 

 
Please consider this new opportunity, and please contact Dave Nau 
(david.nau@sbcglobal.net) to volunteer or ask for more details. In the meantime, 
checkout the new website. We welcome any feedback on both the website and the 
newsletter. 

 
Dave Nau 

        Photo by Jeremy Goldstein 
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Hello NCO Members, 
 

Another boating season has now wrapped up and all our 
boats are tucked away for a long winters nap. That is, 
unless that boat is a project for these cold winter months. 
After serving as treasurer for the last four years, I am your 
new president. As some of you know, I like all antique, classic, and late classic 
boats, but have a fondness for old lapstrake-style fiberglass MFG’s and I love 
classic outboard motors. Thus, I was thrilled when told that the theme for our 
annual Portage Lakes Antique Boat Show on June 22, 2019 will be: Outboards! 
We will be partnering with the local Western Reserve Chapter of the Antique 
Outboard Motor Club, Inc., to try to get as many classic outboard-powered boats 
and as many restored outboard motors as we can for this show. One of the ACBS 
efforts of late has been to partner more with related classic boating organizations 
and this will be an opportunity to do just that. However, all antique and classic 
boats are welcome to participate, and we expect to see a lot of beautiful 
mahogany mixed in with many brightly colored classic outboard boats come June. 

 
A couple of goals for this year is to have greater participation in club shows and 
events, along with growing our membership. It has been trending that many of 
the newer ACBS members across the country are into 50’s and later fiberglass and 
aluminum boats, but that’s great. We need to grow the hobby and there are 
thousands of classic fiberglass and aluminum boats out there just waiting to be 
restored and used by families. Many of our newer members grew up with those 
boats and the 1960’s saw time of the great migration from wood to fiberglass 
and aluminum construction for recreational boats. If we think about it for a 
moment, when ACBS was founded in 1975, the boats 50 years old were the great 
1920’s Chris Craft, Dodge, Hacker, and the other mahogany boats of their time. 
Now, 50 years ago is 1969: the year of Woodstock, Neil Armstrong walking on the 
moon, and the introduction of deep-V and tri-hull family boats, none of which 
were made of wood. Since many of our newer members grew up in that time 
period, it should be no surprise that some of them have gel coat rather than 
varnish in their blood. 

 
We expect 2019 to be a terrific year for our club, and we are always looking for 
volunteers to help with our shows and events. If you want to help, have ideas for 
events, or maybe just see something we should be doing, but are not, please do 
not hesitate to give me a call or shoot me an email. 

 
We all need to develop relationships and share the passion we have for this 
hobby with other people. Yes, the boats themselves are fun, but the most 
important thing of all is to share some quality time on the water, on a warm 
summer day, with friends and family. 
 
Spring will be here before you know it! 

 
Dave Nau 
Phone: (216) 408-6328 Email: david.nau@sbcglobal.net 2 
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From Ice Hockey to Test Engineer 
 

At MasterCraft boat manufacturing, Donnie Brown has the title of Test Technician but, he 
refers to himself as the “crash test dummy”. He got the job because he plays ice hockey. That 
may sound a little strange taking a hockey player and putting him out in the ocean to test boats 
but, Brown owned a boat repair company and really knew his boats. Where did the hockey 
come in? He played on a team with an engineer from MasterCraft. 

 
Brown attended the Antique and Classic 
Boat Show at Portage Lakes last June and 
brought with him the very first MasterCraft 
ever built. 

 

The classic boat was built in 1968 in a 
warehouse in Orlando, Florida by Rob 
Shirley, a water ski instructor and founder of 
MasterCraft. In its first year, the newly 
founded company built 12 boats. Shirley first 
showed the boat at the U.S. Nationals in Canton, 
Ohio and the James Garner family, from the area, 
purchased it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MasterCraft #1 built in 1968 

 

In 1987, the company tracked down the Ohio family and gave them a new boat, so they could 
get the original boat back as part of the celebration of the company’s 20th anniversary. Today 
the company uses this first boat as a promotion, taking it to shows. 

 
Brown shared pictures that were taken during the restoration of the boat at the show. They 
tore it apart the boat and found the fiberglass boat was originally put together with nuts and 
bolts and they had to cut every single one of them out. They sanded the boat down and re- 
glassed it. Brown also said they had to hand cut the gaskets as they were no longer made. 
In talking about the company, Brown said that Vonore Tennessee, home of MasterCraft 
manufacturing, is located near Knoxville and is one of those little towns where the mayor’s son 
is the police chief––“an Andy Griffith type town.” 

 
Today the company builds 17 boats a day in that small town. He showed the most recent 
MasterCraft boat which he brought to the show and the retail price–$235,000. But Donnie 
said, “It is tricked out and then some.” 

 
He has been with the company for some 14 years and when he first began with MasterCraft 

they built their first salt water boat and sent Brown to the ocean to test it for 500 hours. Now 
every new model they build, Brown takes it out on the ocean for durability testing. 

 
Brown enjoys his job and is a regular at the Tavares 
Antique and Classic boat show in Florida, sit down and talk 
with him and have him show you the pictures of the “first” 
boat restoration. 

 

 
 

2018 MasterCraft “Pro Ski” Model Story & Photos—C. R. Rae, Photos by John Vorhies, Jr. 
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Featured NCO Member: Jeff Scott & his boats 
 
 

Most of you have probably heard of Roy Rogers and his 
famous horse Trigger but, how many of you know he 
was part owner of a boat company? Jeff Scott was one 
of the boat owners that displayed his boat and 
memorabilia at the North Coast Ohio Chapter of the 
Antique and Classic Boat Society’s (ACBS) Portage 
Lakes Boat Show last June. Jeff is well versed in Roy’s 
off the horse and on the water history. Rogers was half 
owner and vice president of the Yellow Jacket Boat 
Company. 

 
Jeff was thrilled to recently locate, with the help of 
ACBS member Gil Maringer, and purchase a four-foot 
replica of the 1956 Yellow Jacket Roy owned. Rogers 
had the boat makers at the Yellow Jacket Company 
make the model for him detailed to match his 1956 
race boat “Miss Yellow Jacket” , right down to the 
perfectly upholstered seats. The replica was in Roy’s 
house for years and then in his museum up until 2010, 
when the museum closed due to lack of attendance 
and many things were auctioned off––guitars, Trigger, 
Nellie Belle and Buttermilk. Jeff has a catalogue from 
the auction displaying pictures and information about 
the items that were auctioned. He acquired the 
catalogue from an antique shop. 

 
During the Portage Lakes Boat Show, Jeff displayed 
many items he has collected relating to the King of the 
Cowboys and Yellow Jackets including a photo of Roy 
holding the boat replica in 1956. He displays a picture 
of Roy, Dale and their kids boating in a Yellow Jacket 
used as an advertisement for the company. The model 
boat is especially meaningful to Jeff and he said he was 
“pretty thrilled” to obtain it. 

 
“I grew up with Yellow Jackets,” he said. Jeff’s family’s 
boat, first owned by his great grandfather, is a 1959 
Yellow Jacket Rivera. That was the boat Jeff displayed 
at the Portage Lakes Boat Show. It was the first Yellow 
Jacket he experienced. His great grandfather bought it 
new in Akron, Ohio in 1959 and “ran it at Berlin Dam,” 
said Jeff. “I still have it as the fourth generation.” The 
boat is mostly unrestored and has won awards as a 
survivor boat. Jeff has toured the country with his best 

friend finding Yellow Jackets and bringing them to 
Ohio. They currently own 14 of the boats, “They are 
pretty scarce, and we are trying to save what we can of 
them,” he said. Jeff tows his Yellow Jacket Rivera with 
a 1955 Pontiac Chieftain, which was Pontiac’s version 
of the Chevrolet Bel Air. 

 

Roy Rogers promotional poster 
 
 

The Roy Rogers model is special to Jeff, “I like the 
history of it. I remember sitting at the kitchen table 
with him (great grandfather) telling me stories about 
Roy Rogers.” The Roy Rogers shows with Rogers 
chasing the “bad guys” in his Yellow Jacket is what 
piqued the interest of Jeff’s great grandfather in Yellow 
Jackets. “I remember the stories and to actually have a 
replica model boat Roy owned is pretty special. It is 
sentimental. It is cool,” Jeff said. Since that time, Jeff 
has watched the Roy Rogers shows on You Tube and 
the boat chasing of “bad guys” including the shows 
Fishing for Fingerprints and Mountain Pirates. 
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The Yellow Jacket Company made the four-foot models 
for salesman to take out on the road with them to boat 
shows and for sales purposes. They have all disappeared 
except the one that Roy owned, now Jeff’s, and Roy’s 
partner’s that he handed it down to his nephew. 
Jeff said he wants to keep the model out in the public 
where everyone can see it. 

 
Jeff will be posting pictures and information at 
www.martyonline.com soon, a place where Yellow Jacket 
owners have posted information about the boats. On the 
site there are also links to You Tube to watch Roy in action 
chasing bad guys in his Yellow Jacket boat. 

 

Story and pictures by C. R. Rae  

Jeff Scott holds an 
ad from Mercury 
motors Showing a 
Yellow Jacket 
Boat 

 

 
 

Jeff Scott’s meticulously restored Yellow Jacket Outboard with period Mercury Out- 
 



2019 Cleveland Boat Show 
 

The 2019 Cleveland Boat Show was held at the I-X Center in Cleveland on January 17-21, 2019. The overall show was 
larger than in past years, taking up about 3/4 of the main exhibition floor. Special exhibits were along the west wall 
this year and our NCO exhibit was one of the first exhibits there, right next to Twiggy the Water-Skiing Squirrel. 
We had a couple of days of really bad weather, with lots of snow and cold that helped to depress attendance figures, 
but on the other days, the exhibition hall was quite filled. We had lots of people stop by to talk and look at our 
classic boats this year on the good days. 

 
Our exhibit was a little different this year, as we had a smaller space to show our boats and Motors. We had five 
boats on display, along with a dozen or so antique and classic outboard motors from NCO member Todd Mizen, 
including a still operating 1916 Evinrude Rowboat Motor. The boats on display included: 
 
1958 Penn Yan Dynamold from member Ted Hall. This beauty was unusual in that it was built at the factory not only 
with the usual Penn Yann lapstrake construction, but then then had mahogany sides over the lapstrake planks, giving 
the look of a cold-molded mahogany boat, (PennYan called this “Dynamold”). Only a very few of this model were 
built. The boat is powered by a 1959 Evinrude Lark (35HP) Golden Jubilee motor and is 15’ 2” in length. 

 
1954 Chris Craft Custom Sportsman from member Rob Tromp. This mahogany classic is powered by a 95HP “K” 
inboard and was last restored in 2003. It has not been in water since restoration and Rob acquired it in April, 2018. 
Rob had member Gary Kosiba go through the engine to make sure it was in full running capability. Now in fully 
restored condition, Rob plans to use it primarily as a boat to be shown at boat shows. 

 
1977 Chris Craft Super Sport Ski Boat from member Bob Ashley, Sr. This yellow fiberglass ski boat was one of 117 
built that year by Chris Craft and is powered by a Chris Craft (Marine Power) 225HP 305 (Chevy) V8. Named “Comet 
56”, this boat is a great example of a sport boat built after Chris Craft has completely switch to building fiberglass 
boats. This boat is used on Portage Lakes. 

 
1966 MFG Niagara (“Little Blue”) from member Dave Nau. This blue deck boat with a white lapstrake-style hull is a 
great example of the type of small family boats that were very popular in the 1960’s. It provided the lapstrake look 
of a Lyman, with the lower maintenance of a fiberglass boat. Modestly powered by a 1963 35HP Mercury 
outboard, this would have been a great starter boat for a family of four back in the day. 

 
1960 Cruisers Inc, 18-foot runabout. This boat was donated to NCO last year. This boat is powered by a 1960 
Mercury outboard. The chapter is considering making this a youth restoration project. 

Story & Photo by Dave Nau 
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Now There Are Two “Rangers” In the Family 
 

Back in 2008, my wife Deb and I traveled to the Sunnyland Boat Festival in Tavares, FL. We saw a 1958 Chris Craft 
Sea Skiff Ranger docked at the show and I proceeded to take numerous pictures to help with the restoration of 
my own 1957 Ranger, named “Lone Ranger”. Now, I look at those old photos from time to time and recently 
discovered that on the transom of that boat was the name of my recently purchased boat, “Loon Ranger”. 
Amazing! 

 
I contacted that 2008 owner of “Loon Ranger” after finding his card under a seat. I hoped to get more of the 
story around the boat. Turns out it had changed hands several times after that 2008 owner sold it. He did not 
have a hull card but did mention that the boat was originally delivered to a dealer on Lake, George, NY. While he 
owned it, “Loon Ranger” spent summers on Moose Head Lake in Maine and on Lake Dora at Tavares, FL in the 
winter. He had owned it for over 20 years and still regretted selling it. 

 
We have attended boat shows all over the country but have only ever seen these two boats of this model. (They 
were only built as 1957 and 1958 models.) Now I possess them both. I’m going to keep the name on the 1958 
boat as “Loon Ranger”. 

 
Story and photos by Gary Kosiba 
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North Coast Ohio Chapter 2018 Annual Meeting 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Members, Officers and Directors of the North Coast Ohio Chapter of the Antique 
and Classic Boat Society was held on Saturday, December 8th 2018, at the Bricco Prime Restaurant, located at 
4315 Manchester Road, Akron Ohio. 

 
President Cliff Wolfe called the meeting to Order at 1:15PM. A quorum was present, and it was decided to 
proceed with the buffet meal and return to the meeting agenda after the lunch. 

 
The meeting was resumed at 2:30PM and the President called for a Motion to approve the minutes of the 
November meeting. A MOTION was made, SECONDED and PASSED to approve the minutes of the November 
meeting. 

 
David Nau next presented the Treasurer’s Report. In addition to the report on the balance of funds in the 
treasury, David reported that the Audit Committee, appointed at the last meeting, met and reviewed all the 
transactions during his term and approved the financial report, in anticipation of the coming change of 
treasurers. 

 
Next Walt Stashkiw reported that the membership stood at 127 with no new members to follow up since 
November. 

 
Cliff next introduced our distinguished guest, Stan Struble, current President of ACBS. Stan acknowledged 
knowing Walt from his work as a Director of ACBS and Jack Lynett from his 19 years as a Director and Legal 
Counsel and David Nau from his work with the Antique Outboard Motor Club and volunteer work thru ACBS 
committees. Stan thanked the Chapter for the opportunity of attending this annual meeting, and the 
opportunity to visit with NCO members. He encouraged everyone present to attend the Annual Meeting of 
ACBS in New York this coming fall and if anyone is inclined to attend, that they make reservations now, as 
rooms are filling up fast. 

 
Cliff requested Randy Hart to conduct the annual election and Randy asked if there were any nominations 
from the floor. Hearing none, he called for a motion and it was MOVED, SECONDED and PASSED that the 
Secretary be instructed to cast a unanimous ballot for the slate of nominees as presented. He then 
introduced the newly elected officers David Nau as President till January 2020, himself as Vice-President till 
January 2020, Jack Lynett as Secretary till January 2020 and Michael Rutherford, as Treasurer till January 
2020 as well as Directors Robert Tromp and Ray McFarland till January 2022. 

 
Cliff announced that he was awarding the Presidents Cup this year to the Executive Director of ACBS, Dan 
Gyoerkoe for the work and assistance he has given to NCO with our web site and the newsletter, The 
Beacon. 
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Next Randy Hart presented the First Mate Award to Terri Brooks. He listed the labors she performed assisting her 
Captain Doug Brooks during the recent annual boat show in Michigan and her support during the long days he 
spends in the woodworking shop. 

 
Randy proceeded to explain the background of the John Smith Award, and its recognition of the good work done 
by an NCO member outside the NCO. This year’s winner was Lucy Hunter, awarded for her work volunteering 
with the Area Agency on Aging and her coordination of Senior Seminars regarding Medicare and Medicaid 
planning. Lucy had earlier won the award in 2007 for other charitable activity and continues to work for the 
needy of our community. 

 
The raffle next followed with the beautiful gifts and donations made awarded based on a drawing of the ticket 
stubs. 

 
Cliff once again called upon our guest to come forward and presented Stan with a Desk Set consisting of matching 
pens and business card holder, lettered and printed with the ACBS logo and the NCO lettering, in appreciation of 
his attendance at our annual meeting. 

 
As is the custom, the presentation of the Golden Hose Clamp award concluded the annual meeting. Gil Maringer 
explained some of the history of the award and it’s use as a “learning event” and called Dave Nau to the podium 
and explained the difficulty Dave had during the joint Power Squadron and NCO Portage Lakes recent tour and 
cookout. With life-vests, flotation devices and inflated toys, Gil provided safety tips and items to help David avoid 
the soaking he took while overboard during the recent event. 

 
On this happy and fun note, the meeting was adjourned on MOTION, MADE and PASSED. 

 
Jack Lynett 
Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Passing of long-time member, Mary Emery 

 
Member Mary Emery passed away unexpectedly on Sunday, January 20, 2019. Mary and Don Emery were both 
longtime members of the North Coast Ohio Chapter and of ACBS. Don passed away in June, 2015 and was our 
longtime chapter photographer. After Don's passing, Mary continued to participate in NCO activities, including 
boat shows and board meetings. 

 
There will be a Celebration of Life held for Mary. Date, time and details will be announced by the family at a 
future time. In the meantime, the URL for the online obituary for Mary is at: 
 
https://www.chambersfuneral.com/obituary/mary-emery 
 
Dave Nau 
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Ladies of NCO Knot Tying Seminar 
 
 

Story & Photos by Kim Vorhies 
 

On Saturday, November 17, 2018 the ladies of North Coast of Ohio Chapter of ABCS participated in an early 
winter Ladies’ Day Knot Tying Seminar. The learning/brunch event was organized by Deb Kosiba, Char Denning 
and Lucy Hunter and was held at Pick’s Restaurant at PLX. 

 
Rob Belliveau, Skipper of The Portage Lakes Sea Scouts of Ship 5001, conducted the knot tying learning session in 
conjunction with a couple of his very knowledgeable scouts. The Sea Scouts is a co-ed branch of the Boy Scouts 
of America for ages 14-21 that focuses on sailing, canoeing, kayaking, paddle boarding and other water activities. 
Rob began the session covering terminology, then moved on to instructing us on the knots providing several 
scenarios in which the knots could be used. We could all identify certain situations on where we could put the 
knots to use in our future boating excursions. 

 
Rob and his scouts were very knowledgeable and entertaining. Thanks to Deb, Char and Lucy for all their efforts 
in organizing the event. It was a great afternoon! 

 
Below is a review of the knots: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knots 
 Overhand Stopper Knot 

 
Can be used to secure a bumper on a line. 

 
 

 
 Square Knot 

 
For use in tying 2 lines together such as in a towing 
situation. 
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 Figure 8 Follow Through Knot 

A stopper knot. 

 
 

 
 Bowline Knot 

 
The rescue knot. This was one of the hardest knots 
to learn. It creates a loop in the line that you can 
throw to an individual in a rescue situation. 

 
 

 
 Sheet Bend 

 
For use in securing 2 different size lines together. 

  

 

 Taut Line Hitch 
 

For use in tying a line to a pole on a dock or for use in 
tightening tarp lines. 

 
 

 
 Cleat Hitches: ½ wrap and full wrap 

 
The ½ wrap is all that is needed to secure your boat 
to a cleat. We learned that one knot is adequate to 
secure the boat. 

 
 

 
 Mooring Hitch 

 
For use on a piling or mooring ring. 

  

 

 Pile Hitch 
 

For use on a piling when you can put a loop over the 
top of the piling. 
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